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followed by the mourners, who assume the
prescribed positions, facing Mecca, the hands and
feet arranged according to ritual, the eyes fixed
upon the spot to be touched afterwards in
prostration* Except for the substitution of the
Prophet's name instead of the name of Jesus,
many of the prayers might be used at any Christian
burial. The three following arc beautiful in their
simplicity and humility*
"O God 1 forgive our living and our dead,
and those of us who are present; and those who
are absent; our women and our full-grown persons,
our men and our women. O God 1 those whom
Thou dost keep alive amongst us, keep alive in
Islam; and those whom Thou causest to die, let
them die in the Faith/'
" O God! give us good in this world and in
the next, and save us by Thy mercy from the
troubles of the grave and of Hell'*
" O our Lord 1 suffer not our hearts to go
astray after that Thou hast once guided us: and
give us mercy from before Thee; for verily Thou
art He Who giveth. O Godl Thou art the
dead man's Master; and Thou createdst him; and
Thou didst nourish him; and didst guide him
toward Islam; and Thou hast taken his life; and